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Abstract

This essay addresses how non- profit organizations behave differently from for-profits and governments and 
particularly if nonprofit organizations behave differently from each other.  
Using technical and financial data for the whole universe of private Uruguayan non-profit health 
organizations for a period of 9 years (1982-1990)3, it is examined how different types of non-profit 
organizations show different behavioral patterns, regardless of legal environment and constraints on profit 
distribution. 
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4 An ICMA can be conceptualized as a pre-paid health insurance which covers a broad array of medical
services (hence the term “collective”), and that is managed (at least partially) by medical doctors. Medial
Doctors can be partners or salaried workers of an ICMA. Since 1943, the participation of medical doctors
is mandatory: every institution must hire a “Technical Director” who is responsible for the correct
technical functioning of the organization.
5 ICMAs are required to supply some of these high-cost services. In this case, these services are funded
mainly with public funds, managed by the Fondo Nacional de Recursos (National Resource Fund),
through direct subsidies.











4. Theoretical and Econometric Specifications

Theory
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Econometrics
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